International visitors tour Jo Daviess County
Galena/Jo Daviess CVB hosts FAM trips to drive berginess

GALENA, lll. — Jo Daviess County recently experieda Japanese invasion — followed by a
Swedish one and a German one — when media andrtourarketing groups from those
countries visited the county as part of familiatiaa, or FAM, tours of lllinois. The visitors
included writer/editor Norio Konno and photographasutake Ito, both with “Ocean Life”
magazine; Veronica Morris-Blomgren, Lena Palssaar] Kon Schoultz, Anna Berlin, Jari
Heinonen and Karolina Landal, part of a group chtl@iscover America” that represents
Swedish travel agencies and operators; and Frachddl Rohm, Martin Both, Reinholde
Christiansen, Martina Emmerich and Jorg Schratffetiérepresenting German media. The
tours, organized by the Edelman Agency in Chicagbehalf of the lllinois Bureau of Tourism,
are designed to enable the visitors to learn mooaitethe destination and to drive more
international visitors to northwest lllinois.

The visits included complimentary lodging at botigke Ridge Resort & Spa and Chestnut
Mountain Resort; wine tastings by Galena Cellarseyard & Winery at both the downtown
tasting room and the Ford Road vineyard; dinnefitatFlying Horse and Durty Gurt’'s Burger
Joynt; a box lunch provided by Fried Green Tomagtaed entertainment at The Grape Escape.
The groups also enjoyed strolling and shopping@f@alena’s historic Main Street and
exploring many of our Jo Daviess communities. TAMRours, completed from early May to
mid-June, also included stops in Chicago, Joliegk®ord, Springfield and Starved Rock State
Park. The Galena legs of the trips were facilitdigdhe Galena/Jo Daviess County Convention
& Visitors Bureau; the other legs were organizedh®y/Chicago Office of Tourism, Pontiac
Tourism, the Rockford Area Convention & VisitorsrBau, the Springfield Convention &
Visitors Bureau, Edelman representative Gail Od Ralph Steffes, a representative with the
Claasen agency of Germany.

FAM tours are a part of several initiatives that@rage international visitors to Chicago and
taking side trips to other destinations within sitete. The Galena/Jo Daviess County CVB helps
by providing sample itineraries, discussing potriburism marketing opportunities with the
visitors, and collaborating with both local andiceml tourism partners to increase the
awareness of lllinois abroad.



Galena Cellars Vineyard & Winery co-owner Scott Llawstanding) recently hosted a group of six
German media professionals, along with EdelmarGapOrr (not pictured), Galena/Jo Daviess County
CVB Director of Marketing Liz Bulasko (not picturednd Galena/Jo Daviess County CVB Director of
Sales Celestino Ruffini (far right) on the tastiogm’s deck overlooking the Ford Road vineyattoto
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